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Placer County Water Agency’s

Middle Fork American River Project
The Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) owns and operates the Middle Fork American River Project (MFP or Project), a system consisting of two major storage reservoirs, five smaller regulating reservoirs and diversion pools, and five powerhouses that began operation in 1967. The MFP supplies water for homes, industry, and agriculture within western Placer County and clean renewable energy to the California electric grid.

The MFP facilities are situated in the foothills and mountainous uplands of the western slope of the central Sierra Nevada, primarily within Placer County, California.  The Project is almost entirely in the Tahoe and Eldorado National Forests, with a small portion on PCWA-owned property.  

The Project’s major storage reservoirs, French Meadows and Hell Hole, have a combined capacity of 342,583 acre-feet (ac-ft).  The Project has a generation capacity of approximately 224 megawatts (MW) and has produced an average of about 1 million megawatt-hours (MWh) per year.  The Project includes recreation facilities near its storage reservoirs.  In addition, its operations accommodate popular whitewater rafting opportunities on the Middle Fork American River below Oxbow Powerhouse.  

The MFP is operated under a 50-year license (Project No. 2079), which was issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission).  The current license expires on March 1, 2013.  PCWA is seeking the renewal of its license to continue operations of the MFP.
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Additional information about the MFP, the relicensing process, and the various technical studies are available on PCWA’s relicensing website at  http://relicensing.pcwa.net/pad.htm.    
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Thank you for your participation





Information on the relicensing of the


Middle Fork American River Project, including results of the Recreation Use Survey upon its completion, can be found at


� HYPERLINK "http://relicensing.pcwa.net/" ��http://relicensing.pcwa.net/�








Placer County Water Agency


P.O. Box 6570, 144 Ferguson Road, Auburn, CA  95604


Telephone: (530) 823-4850
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